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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1953 


To,  The  Worshipful  The  Mayor,  the  Aider  men  and  Councillors  of 
the  Borough  of  Maidstone. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  Honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Borough  of  Maid¬ 
stone,  for  the  Year  ended  December  31st,  1953. 

If,  by  the  health  of  the  community,  we  may  understand 
the  social  and  collective  well-being  and  happiness  of  the  nation, 
then  1953  may  well  be  remembered  as  a  notable  year,  for  the 
swelling  tide  of  national  and  civic  pride  and  the  resurgence  of 
feelings"  of  unity  and  good-will,  which  culminated  in  the  re¬ 
joicing  shared  by  every  community,  great  and  small, 
throughout  the  Country  and  the  Commonwealth,  at  the  time 
of  the  Coronation  of  H.M.  The  Queen,  contributed  in  no 
slight  measure  to  the  happiness  and  contentment  which  are 
essential  to  a  real  state  of  social  good-health. 

The  National  Health  Service,  the  inception  of  which  was 
accompanied  by  difficulties  inevitably  consequent  on  such  an 
alteration  in  the  basis  of  medical  care  and  practice,  has  con¬ 
tributed  towards  the  removal  of  one  of  the  fears  which  beset 
so  many, — the  fear  of  being  unable  to  afford  to  be  ill, — but  the 
absence  of  fear  is  not  enough  and  the  promotion  of  a  state  of 
positive  health  is  still  the  aim  of  the  public  health  services  of  the 
local  authorities,  and  an  aim  which  should  be  pursued  with 
unremitting  zeal.  In  this  work,  the  small  Authorities,  such  as 
the  Borough  and  Rural  District  Councils,  have  still  a  great 
part  to  play  and  I  am  convinced  that  remote  control,  whether 
national  or  at  County  level,  cannot  replace  the  local  knowledge 
and  interest,  which  have  characterised  the  work  of  such  health 
authorities. 
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In  the  year  1953,  the  health  of  Maidstone  Borough  has 
been  good,  though  there  were  a  large  number  of  cases  of 
measles,— 637  notifications, — and  this  disease  continued  over 
several  months.  Acute  polio-myelitis  again  occurred  in  the 
Borough,  14  cases  being  notified  of  which  2  proved  fatal,  but 
improved  treatment  and  after-care  have  helped  in  the  reduction 
of  permanent  disability.  The  death  rate  of  13.838  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  resident  population  is  slightly  above  that  for 
the  whole  country  11.4  and  for  the  160  County  Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns,  12.2  or  the  160  smaller  towns  of  1 1.3. 

Further  progress  has  been  made  in  the  provision  of  new 
houses  but,  in  spite  of  this,  the  waiting  list  for  Council  houses 
still  stands  at  about  the  same  figure.  The  proportion  of  old 
people  in  the  population  is  rising,  as  is  only  to  be  expected 
with  the  increase  in  the  expectation  of  life,  which  is  one  of  the 
achievements  of  social  medicine. 

I  cannot  but  deprecate  the  tendency  towards  segregation  of 
the  older  members  of  the  community  in  homes  or  institutions 
and  I  would  again  urge  that,  as  long  as  their  physical  powers 
allow  it,  the  elderly  should  not  be  debarred  from  work.  For 
the  disabled,  such  as  the  crippled  or  those  suffering  from 
tuberculosis,  provision  has  been  made  in  various  ways  for 
employment  in  such  occupations  as  their  physical  condition 
will  permit:  for  the  disability  of  old-age,  which  comes  to  all  of 
us  who  live  long  enough,  it  does  not  seem  too  much  to  expect 
that  some  similar  provision  should  be  made,  rather  than  that 
the  old  should  just  await  the  opening  hour  of  what  Chesterton 
has  called  “  The  decent  Inn  of  Death.” 

To  the  Borough  Council  and  particularly  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  I  would  express  my 
thanks  for  their  continued  interest  and  support  and  to  the  Staff' 
of  the  Health  Department  for  their  loyal  and  enthusiastic 
co-operation,  and, 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  JACOB  GAFFIKIN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

May  28th,  1954 


Health  Department, 
13,  Tonbridge  Road, 
Maidstone. 
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Health  Committee,  1953. 


Chairman.  Councillor  George  Goate. 

Vice-Chairman.  Alderman  A.  H.  Clark,  m.p.s., 

Members  Alderman  Mrs.  Relf,  Councillors  Brittain, 

Boardman,  Bond,  Darley,  Morling,  Wright, 
Small. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Maidstone  Corporation. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

P.  Jacob  Gaffikin,  M.C.,  t.d.,  m.d.,  B.ch., 
B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector: 

W.  A.  N.  Baker,  o.b.e.,  m.c. 
f.r.s.l,  Certificate,  Inspector  of  Meat  and 
Other  Foods,  m.i.p.c. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors: 

Geoffrey  Adams, 

Sanitary  Inspector's  Certificate,  r.s.i., 
Certificate,  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other 
Foods. 

R.  A.  R.  Key, 

Sanitary  Inspector's  Certificate,  r.s.i.: 
Certificate,  Inspector  of  Meat  and 
Other  Foods. 

H.  Moule, 

Sanitary  Inspector's  Certificate,  r.s.i.: 
Certificate,  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other 
Foods. 

John  Arnold, 

Sanitary  Inspector's  Certificate,  r.s.i.: 
Certificate,  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other 
Foods. 

Brian  Willis, 

Sanitary  Inspector's  Certificate,  R.s.i. 

Clerks:  M.O.H.  Office: 

Miss  Christiana  Lott. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office. 

Mrs.  Stangroom, 

Mrs.  Jones, 

Miss  Pickup. 
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General  Statistics. 


Area  : — 5,972  acres. 

Population  : — Census  1921 — 37,448.  Census  1931 — 42,259. 
Estimated  Resident  Population,  1953  : — 

For  calculation  of  Birth  and  Death  Rates,  etc.  52,680. 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1953)  15,131. 
Rateable  Value  : — £501,037 
Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate: — £2,020. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births.  Male.  Female.  Total. 

Legitimate  ...  379  361  740  [ 

Illegitimate  ...  11  26  37  j 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population — 

Crude  14.74 
Corrected  14.44 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  . 15.5 

for  160  County  Boroughs  &  Great  Towns  ...  17.0 

for  160  Smaller  Towns  . 15.7 

Stillbirths  :• — Male  10,  Female  8.  Total  18. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  0.23 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  .  0.30 

for  England  &  Wales  . 0.35 

for  160  County  Boroughs  &  Great  Towns  0.43 
for  160  Smaller  Towns  ...  ...  ...  0.34 

Deaths  ...  Male  334  Female  395  Total  729 
Death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population — 

Crude  13.83 
Corrected  13.27 

„  „  for  England  &  Wales  .  11.4 

„  „  for  160  County  Boroughs  &  Great  Towns  12.2 

„  „  for  160  Smaller  Towns  .  11.3 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes :  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the 
the  Registrar  General’s  Short  List)  : — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths.  (Live  and  Still)  births 
No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  I  .795 

No.  30  other  Puerperal  causes  2  1.59 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  : — 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . 

27.03 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births . 

25.7 

Illegitimate  „  „  „  „  „  . 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . 

82 

„  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Nil 

„  „  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

3 

„  „  Measles  (all  ages) . 

Nil 
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Social  Conditions. 


In  the  previous  Reports  which  I  have  written,  I  have  made 
mention  of  the  geographical  situation  of  Maidstone  and  the 
geological  features  of  the  area  and  the  prevailing  metero- 
logical  conditions,  which  have  of  course,  remained  unchanged 
to  any  great  extent  through  the  centuries.  But  social  conditions 
in  the  Borough  have  changed  and  developed  and  Maidstone  is 
now  a  busy  industrial  centre,  rather  than  the  market  town 
serving  an  agricultural  area.  Yet  the  change  is  more  apparent 
than  real  for  in  1724,  Daniel  Defoe  wrote  of  Maidstone  “Here 
is,  what  is  not  often  found,  namely,  a  town  of  very  great  business 
and  trade,  and  yet  full  of  gentry,  of  mirth  and  of  good  com¬ 
pany.”  The  important  local  industries,  paper-making,  brewing, 
engineering  and  the  manufacture  of  food  preparations  and 
confectionery  have  expanded  while  recent  years  have  seen  the 
establishment  of  fresh  industries  in  the  town,  and  the  Borough 
and  the  adjacent  rural  areas  have  attracted  residents  whose 
work  is  elsewhere,  yet,  with  all  this  development,  Defoe’s 
description  of  the  County  Town  still  holds. 


General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  National  Health  Service,  the 
Borough  Council  is  no  longer  directly  responsible  for  many 
services,  of  which  it  was  formerly  in  control,  but  1  think  it  well, 
in  view  of  the  interest  which  is  still  shown  by  the  Corporation 
and  especially  by  its  Health  Committee  in  these  services,  that  I 
should  include  a  short  note  on  them  in  my  Report. 

School  Clinics.  This  part  of  the  work  is  now  transferred 
to  the  County  Education  Committee  and  I  am  glad  to  record 
that  measures  to  ensure  closer  co-operation  between  the  School 
Medical  Service  and  the  General  Practitioners  have  proved 
effective,  but  there  is  still  room  for  better  liason  between  the 
family  Doctors  and  the  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services.  These  clinics 
are  now  part  of  the  County  Council  service  and  there  is  a  close 
link  between  these  clinics  and  the  hospitals  in  the  area. 

Hospitals.  All  the  hospitals  in  the  area  are  now  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  South-East  Metropolitan  Hospital  Board  and 
the  Mid-Kent  Hospital  Management  Committee.  The  con¬ 
sultant  services  have  been  expanded  and  X-ray  and  laboratory 
facilities  have  been  increased,  but  the  shortage  of  nursing  staff 
has  hindered  the  full  use  of  the  hospital  beds  available.  The 
provision  of  cubicles  at  Fant  Lane  Isolation  Hospital  has 
allowed  the  use  of  some  of  the  beds  for  cases  other  than 
infectious  diseases  and  the  Maternity  Ward  at  the  West  Kent 
Hospital  is  used  to  the  utmost.  This  Ward  was  erected  by  the 
Corporation  and  the  pity  is  that  when  it  was  built,  more  beds 
were  not  provided. 

Births  Notified  During  1953. 

Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  777 

Still  Births  .  18 

The  number  of  live  births  shows  a  decrease  from  1952  of 
10  and  the  still-births  an  increase  of  8. 

Home  and  Domestic  Helps.  This  is  also  one  of  the 
services  organised  by  the  County  Council  and  in  many  cases 
has  been  of  great  value.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  there  is  an 
extension  proposed  to  provide  attendance  and  help  at  night, 
where  this  is  necessary  and  the  provision  of  adequate  home 
and  domestic  help  is  a  very  desirable  method  of  relieving  the 
strain  on  available  beds  for  the  reception  of  elderly,  infirm  and 
bed-ridden  cases,  while  in  cases  of  sickness  or  of  confinement, 
help  in  the  care  of  the  children  of  the  family,  by  day  and  at 
night,  is  often  a  prime  necessity. 

Day  Nurseries.  There  are  now  no  Day  Nurseries  pro¬ 
vided  in  Maidstone  and  I  cannot  but  regret  the  passing  of  what 
was  a  valuable  and  much  appreciated  provision.  In  many  cases, 
it  is  a  matter  of  necessity  that  both  parents  should  continue  at 
work,  much  as  such  a  necessity  may  be  deplored,  and  1  am 
distressed  at  the  high  payment  which  is  demanded  for  day-to- 
day  care  of  a  child  whose  Mother  is  at  work. 

Sunlight  Clinic.  This  clinic  has  continued  to  serve  a 
useful  purpose  and  many  children  have  derived  benefit  from  it 
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and  I  regret  that  it  is  proposed  to  discontinue  the  clinic. 
However,  1  understand  that  the  equipment,  which  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  town  by  Messrs.  Tilling-Stevens,  is  to  be  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  and  will  still 
be  used  for  suitable  cases. 

Tuberculosis  and  Chest  Clinic.  This  is  now  part  of  the 
Health  Services  and  the  service  of  the  Chest  Physician,  with 
complete  facilities  for  examination  and  X-ray  are  available. 
For  some  weeks  in  the  autumn  of  1953,  the  Mobile  X-ray  unit 
gave  opportinity  for  mass  X-ray  examination  of  the  population 
and  this  was  well  attended  and  was  available  to  the  employees 
of  industrial  firms  as  well  as  to  the  general  public.  The  Cor¬ 
poration  supported  this  effort  by  making  a  financial  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  cost  of  the  necessary  publicity  for  the  campaign. 
Hospital  and  sanatorium  beds  are  available  for  treatment  of 
tuberculosis,  but  their  full  use  is  still  hampered  by  the  shortage 
of  nurses.  I  would  record  my  firm  conviction  that  the  conquest 
of  tuberculosis  will  not  be  achieved  by  treatment  but  by 
prevention.  The  results  of  the  protection  which  it  is  hoped  will 
result  from  inoculation  now  being  used  in  the  Scandinavian 
countries  are  awaited  with  interest,  but  improved  housing  and 
a  raising  of  the  standard  of  living  are,  I  am  sure,  the  most 
potent  weapons  in  the  fight  with  “  The  Captain  of  the  Hosts  of 
Death.” 

Venereal  Diseases.  The  Clinic  at  the  West  Kent  Hospital, 
which  is  one  of  the  facilities  available  under  the  National 
Health  Service,  continues  to  give  good  service.  The  tendency  to 
concealment  which  was  such  a  hindrance  in  the  efforts  to 
eliminate  venereal  disease  has  been  lessened  by  education,  in 
which  instruction  given  during  the  period  of  national  service 
has  been  invaluable  and  with  the  improved  methods  of  diag¬ 
nosis  and  the  discovery  of  the  anti-biotic  remedies,  venereal 
disease  can,  and  should,  become  a  rarity. 

Skin  Diseases.  The  services  of  a  consultant  dermatologist 
are  now  available  at  the  West  Kent  Hospital. 

Epileptics  and  Spastics.  No  accurate  information  is 
available  as  to  incidence  of  epilepsy  and  cerebral  palsy  in  the 
Borough.  Treatment  for  these  conditions,  with  consultant 
advice,  is  available  through  the  hospital  service,  and  a  branch 
of  the  National  Spastics  Association  has  been  established  in 
Maidstone,  to  encourage  and  assist  rehabilitation  measures  for 
these  handicapped  members  of  the  community. 
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Child  Life  Protection.  I  am  glad  to  record  that  the  close 
co-operation  between  the  County  Health  Department,  and  in 
particular  the  Health  Visitors,  the  Borough  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  and  the  N.S.P.C.C.  Inspector  in  Maidstone,  has  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  same  close  degree  as  in  past  years.  Cases  of 
actual  physical  cruelty  to  children  are  not  frequent,  but  child 
neglect,  sometimes  culminating  in  desertion,  is  a  too  frequent 
indication  of  a  breakdown  in  our  social  system.  Unhappiness 
and  despair,  social,  marital,  mental  and  spiritual  combine  to 
produce  the  hopelessness  from  which  child  neglect  and  even 
cruelty  may  be  the  result.  This  indication  of  social  ill-health 
calls  for  combined  and  sympathetic  effort  between  the  official 
organisations,  voluntary  effort  and  the  organisations  concerned 
with  social,  moral  and  spiritual  welfare.  A  breakdown  in 
marriage,  with  its  calamitous  effects  on  the  children,  can  only 
too  often  be  traced  to  the  housing  shortage,  for  without  a 
home,  there  can  be  no  real  home-life  and  from  this  lack,  it  is 
the  children  that  suffer. 


Care  of  the  Older  Population.  In  my  Report  for  last 
year,  I  commented  at  some  length  on  the  problem  of  the  in¬ 
creasing  proportion  of  old  people  in  the  population  and  the 
difficulty  in  caring  for  these  older  folk.  This  problem  is 
likely  to  increase  and  the  percentage  of  old  men  and  women 
will  rise  with  the  increased  expectation  of  life  and  the  present 
tendency  for  smaller  families.  I  would  repeat  that  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  homes  and  institutions  for  the  aged  can  only  deal 
with  the  urgent  cases  and  is  an  expensive  method  of  dealing 
with  the  problem,  which  the  country  could  not  afford  even  if 
it  were  desirable.  The  inclusion  in  our  housing  schemes  of  a 
proportion  of  flats  or  dwellings  suitable  for  aged  people  and 
the  extension  of  the  home  and  domestic  help  service  to  provide 
the  requisite  assistance  to  them  is  to  my  mind  the  only  practical 
solution.  Even  with  housing  accommodation,  one  of  the  great 
difficulties  is  the  loneliness  of  old  age,  and  here  there  is  a  great 
opportunity  for  voluntary  effort.  Clubs  and  meeting  places  for 
the  aged  have  a  useful  part  to  play,  but  I  suggest  that  it  would 
be  well  not  to  have  these  gatherings  entirely  composed  of  the 
old  folk,  who  delight  in  the  sight  of  children.  The  loss  of  hope 
is  the  great  calamity  of  old  age  and  we  must  remember  that  the 
Hope  of  the  World  came  as  a  Child. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply.  The  Maidstone  Water  Company  is  the 
undertaking  which  supplies  water  to  the  Borough  and  this 
water,  though  it  is  hard,  has  been  found  to  be  of  excellent 
quality.  The  water  is  drawn  from  deep  bore-holes,  adits  and 
springs  and  in  the  past  year,  the  supplies  have  been  adequate 
and  no  restrictions  on  the  use  of  water  have  been  necessary. 
The  new  extensions  to  the  Company’s  works  and  sources 
should  ensure  an  ample  supply  for  many  years  to  come.  The 
water  is  pumped  to  reservoirs  and  towers  in  various  parts  of 
the  town  and  deficiencies  in  pressure,  of  which  complaint  had 
been  made  in  past  years,  have  been  overcome. 

The  water  shows  no  evidence  of  plumbo-solvent  action 
and  the  care  with  which  the  springs,  sources  and  gathering 
grounds  are  inspected,  patrolled  and  maintained,  which  have 
been  described  in  previous  reports,  has  been  continued.  In 
addition,  regular  chemical  analyses  and  bacteriological  ex¬ 
aminations  of  the  water  have  been  made  and  1  have  been  able  to 
report  to  each  meeting  of  the  Borough  Council  that  the  results 
are  satisfactory.  Some  of  these  have  been  carried  out  by  the 
Company’s  analysts  and  some  by  the  County  Laboratories  and 
the  results  have  been  uniformly  good  and  the  Council  may  be 
well  satisfied  with  adequacy,  purity  and  safety  of  the  public 
supplies  in  the  Borough. 

I  give  in  the  following  Table  a  statement  of  the  average 
results  of  the  regular  chemical  analyses  of  the  water  during  the 
year: — 


Average  Results.  1953 

Boarley 

Standpipe 

COSSINGTON 

Springs 

Forstal 

Well 

— 

Farleigh 
Engine  House 

COSSINGTON 

Well 

Boxley 

Well 

Boxi  i  v 
Borehole 

Hockers  Lane 
Borehole 

Parts  per  100,000 

Tola!  Solid  Residue 

39.8 

35-8 

56.5 

50.1 

18.2 

31.6 

27.8 

30.7 

Chlorine  ... 

2.39 

2.04 

3.80 

3.07 

1  88 

1.78 

2.01 

2.86 

Nitrogen  (Nitrates) 

.55 

.46 

.40 

.53 

.11 

.32 

.11 

.46 

Nitrogen  (Nitrites) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ammonia  Saline  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ammonia  Albuminoid  .. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Iron 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

.12 

Nil 

Oxygen  Absorbed 

(i  hour  at  27°C  ) 

.013 

.01 1 

.01  1 

.008 

.011 

.01 1 

.011 

.012 

Oxygen  Absorbed 

(4  hours  at  27°C.) 

.021 

.019 

.026 

.018 

.018 

.021 

.022 

.023 

Total  Hardness  ... 

27.3 

23.39 

39.3 

30.9 

14.0 

23.7 

13.80 

18.3 
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In  the  great  majority  of  the  houses  in  Maidstone,  water 
from  the  public  supply  is  available  inside  the  houses  but  there 
are  still  a  few  areas  in  which  the  supply  for  the  household  is 
from  stand-pipes,  to  which  the  inhabitants  go  for  water.  This 
arrangement  is  not  very  satisfactory  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that 
the  number  of  houses  supplied  in  this  manner  is  not  large  and 
is  gradually  being  reduced.  The  present  number  of  houses  so 
supplied  is  88,  served  by  20  stand-pipes  and  the  approximate 
number  of  inhabitants  of  these  houses  is  287.  The  clearance  of 
unfit  and  undesirable  dwelling-houses  in  the  Borough,  which  is 
gradually  being  effected,  and  the  improvement  of  the  housing 
standard  in  the  town,  will  remove  this  defect  in  the  housing 
system  and  the  provision  of  water  supply. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  sewage  disposal  works 
has  continued  to  operate  as  in  previous  years  and  during  1953, 
no  extensions  to  the  works  have  been  made,  but  with  the 
numbers  of  new  houses  which  have  been  built  in  the  Borough 
and  further  building  activity,  which  is  anticipated,  expansion 
and  enlargement  of  the  works  will  become  necessary,  especially 
if,  as  has  been  proposed,  sewer  extensions  in  the  areas  of 
neighbouring  Authorities  are  to  be  linked  up  with  the  Borough 
sewer  system  and  the  disposal  works.  The  tidal  portion  of  the 
Medway,  below  the  town,  is  affected  by  the  discharge  of 
sewage  effluents  into  the  river  and  adequate  purification 
should  be  ensured,  even  though  the  river  is  tidal. 

During  1953,  the  following  extensions  to  the  system  of 
sewers  have  been  made. 

Soil  sewer  6"  diameter  .  632  yards 

„  „  9"  „  . 100  „ 

Rivers  and  Streams.  In  previous  reports  I  have  drawn 
attention  to  the  state  of  the  River  Medway  and  its  tributary, 
the  Len  and  to  the  pollution  of  these  streams.  Efforts  are 
being  made  to  secure  improvement,  but  progress  has  been 
slow  and  the  Kent  Rivers  Board  and  their  staff  have  had  the 
task  of  dealing  with  the  damage  in  the  disastrous  flooding  of 
the  coastal  areas  and  the  repair  of  the  sea  defences,  so  that  the 
problem  of  the  Medway  and  especially  of  the  Len,  in  Maidstone 
has  had  to  be  deferred.  Complaints  of  the  state  of  the  Len 
river  have  been  numerous  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  much- 
needed  improvement  will  not  be  delayed,  both  for  the  Len  and 
the  Medway.  That  Maidstone  exists  as  a  town  at  all  originates 
from  the  natural  asset  of  the  river  and  it  is  one  of  the  beauties 
of  the  district.  Surely  the  Town  owes  it  to  the  river  to  see  that 
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industrial  development  does  not  spell  spoliation,  and  con¬ 
tamination. 

Closet  Accommodation.  The  majority  of  the  houses  in 
Maidstone  are  equipped  with  water  closets  and  connected  to 
the  public  sewers,  but  there  are  parts  of  the  Borough  area  in 
which  the  sewers  are  not  available  and  where  the  extension  of 
the  sewers  is  not  a  practicable  or  economic  proposition.  In 
some  houses,  where  there  is  an  adequate  water  supply  but 
which  cannot  be  connected  to  the  sewer,  there  are  water- 
closets  discharging  into  cess-pits  and  a  few  earth  closets  are 
still  surviving.  Pail  closets  have  to  be  used  in  some  places, 
particularly  in  the  hutments  in  Mote  Park,  which  are  relics  of 
the  war-time  camps  there  and  are  still  in  use  as  dwellings.  The 
existence  of  these  hutments  increases  the  number  of  pail  closets 
still  to  be  found,  but  the  number  of  these  huts  is  gradually 
diminishing  as  the  occupants  are  re-housed.  Eleven  of  the 
hutments  were  demolished  during  the  year  and  I  hope  that 
both  for  the  sake  of  the  occupants  and  for  the  restoration  of  the 
beauties  of  the  Park,  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  retain 
these  huts  as  homes  for  much  longer. 

I  give  below  the  number  of  dwellings  having  the  various 
types  of  closet  accommodation: — 

Properties  with  W.C.’s  discharging  into  the  sewer  system  15,226 
Dwellings  with  W.C.’s  discharging  into  cess-pits  ...  330 

Dwellings  with  earth  closets  or  privy  middens  .  18 

Dwellings  with  pail  closets  (Mote  Park  12:  other  71)  ...  83 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  The  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  supplied  the  details  of  the  work  done,  which  are 
set  out  in  the  following  Tables.  Inspections  and  re-inspections 
have  been  regular  and  frequent  but  there  has  been  difficulty 
and  delay  in  some  cases  in  getting  the  necessary  work  carried 
out.  The  cost  of  repairs  has  soared,  while  rentals  have  re¬ 
mained  fixed  and  many  owners  of  property  are  not  in  a 
financial  position  to  carry  out  extensive  repair  work.  The 
proposed  modification  of  the  rent  restriction,  may  be  of 
assistance  in  securing  that  owners  are  able  to  complete  the 
necessary  repairs,  but  there  is  much  property  in  the  town 
which  cannot  be  made  satisfactory  and  in  which  lack  of  repair 
has  led  to  deterioration  to  a  point  where  they  are  beyond 
saving.  For  such  property,  demolition  is  the  only  remedy  and 
with  the  completion  of  new  houses,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it 
will  be  possible  to  make  more  rapid  progress  with  the  elimina¬ 
tion  of  the  many  unfit  houses  in  the  Borough. 
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Bakehouse  inspections 

..  19 

Chimneys  repaired  . 

..  23 

Cement  sinks  removed  and  glazed  provided 

..  15 

Cooking  Stoves  renewed  or  repaired 

..  62 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  inspected  . . 

..  27 

Common  Lodging  House  inspections 

..  78 

Coppers  repaired  . .  . .  . 

..  33 

Drains  cleansed  on  complaint  or  by  flushing  staff 

1,507 

„  choked  and  cleansed 

1,106 

„  reconstructed 

..  18 

„  tested  with  smoke  . . 

..  78 

„  tested  with  water  . . 

..  26 

„  inspection  chambers  provided 

..  18 

„  inspection  chambers  airtight  covers  provided 

..  7 

„  stoneware  pipes  laid,  feet  . . 

..  796 

„  iron  pipes  laid,  feet 

..  28 

„  trapped  from  sewer  and  ventilated 

..  7 

Dustbins  provided  . . 

..  36 

Factory,  workplaces  and  outworkers’  premises  inspected 

..  283 

Fresh  air  inlets  provided  . . 

..  5 

Grates  renewed  or  repaired 

..  59 

Houses,  cement  floors  provided  in  cellars 

..  1 

„  floors  to  living-rooms  provided  or  repaired 

..  35 

„  chuting  or  guttering  repaired  or  renewed 

..  291 

„  roofs  repaired  . 

..  716 

rooms  where  dirty  or  loose  paper  has  been  removed  and 

„  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  and  distempered 

..  642 

„  walls  made  dry  by  insertion  of  damp  course  or  other 

method 

..  72 

Inquiries  into  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 

..  126 

Inspection  of  houses  on  complaint  or  otherwise 

3,714 

Re-inspections 

7,256 

Mortar  joints  to  brickwork  repaired 

..  84 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  . . 

. .  19 

Outbuildings  or  Washhouses  repaired  or  rebuilt 

. .  9 

Poultry  or  animals  removed 

..  9 

Public  Houses  inspected  ... 

..  86 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  inspected 

..  27 

Schools  inspected . 

..  4 

Sink  or  other  wastepipes  removed,  disconnected  or  trapped 

..  21 

Sinks,  new  channels  provided  or  repaired 

..  11 

Stairs  repaired 

..  35 

Stoneware  gullies  provided 

..  19 

Strainers  provided  to  gullies  . 

..  12 

W.C.’s,  Walls  and  ceilings  repaired 

„  flushing  apparatus  provided  or  repaired 

..  141 

..  129 

„  new  pans  and  traps  provided 

..  51 

„  structural  defects  remedied 

..  76 

„  seats 

..  21 

Water  supplies  provided  or  repaired 

..  61 

Window  frames  repaired . 

..  147 

Verminous  rooms  cleansed 

..  313 

Yard  pavement  repaired  or  provided  in  connection  with  houses  14 

Preliminary  Notices  served 

..  197 

Statutory  Notices  served  . . 

..  84 
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(/)  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

(1). — Inspection  of  factories  and  workplaces. 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Premises 

(I) 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(4) 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power 

267 

5 

_ 

Factories  without  Mechanical 

Power 

47 

— 

— 

Other  premises 

10 

— 

— 

Total  . 

324 

5 

— 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

of 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

(5) 

PARTICULARS. 

(1) 

•punoj  g 

2  Remedied. 

^  Referred 
5  to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Nuisances  under  the  Factories  Act 
1937  and  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936: 

Want  of  Cleanliness  . . 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

Want  of  Ventilation  . . 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  Drainage  Floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

-  1 

Sanitary  (  Insufficient 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Accommo-  -j  Unsuitable  or  Defects 

5 

5 

— 

— 

dation.  1  Not  Separate  for  Sexes 
Offences  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937  : 
Illegal  Occupation  of  Underground 

“ 

Bakehouse  (s.54)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences 

(Excluding  Offences  relating  to  the 
outwork  and  Offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories 
and  Workshops  Transfer  or  Powers 
Order,  1921). 

Total  . 

5 

6 

— 

— 

(g)  Premises  and  Occupations 
trolled  by  Bye-laws. 

which 

can  be 

con- 

These  are  as  follows  : — 
Common  Lodging  Houses 
Slaughter  Houses 
Houses  let  in  Lodgings. . 
Dairies  . . 


4 

2 

6 

6 
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Housing. 

During  1953,  the  number  of  new  houses  erected  in  the 
Borough  was  292.  Of  these  196  houses  were  erected  by  the 
Local  Authority  and  96  houses  were  provided  by  private 
enterprise. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  housing  statistics  which 
are  asked  for: — 


Housing  Statistics. 


I. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts) 

1,109 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose 

1,427 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 
section  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose 

— 

(3)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . 

10 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  . 

887 

II. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without 
Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers . 

587 

III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 
dered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  by  owners 

24 

( b )  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . 

2 

B. — Proceeding  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied . 

48 
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Housing  Statistics — ( continued ). 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  by  owners 

29 

( b )  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

— 

C. — Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(I)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . 

10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

19 

D. — Proceeding  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made 

— 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 

rendered  fit 

— 

IV. — Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  4 — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  . .  . .  . .  Indeterminable 

— 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  „ 

— 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  „ 

— 

( b )  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year 

55 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year 

16 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  . . 

93 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 

Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 

overcrowding 

The  housing  shortage  and  the  number  of  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  still  existing  provide  a  problem  in  Maidstone  which 
seems  to  be  as  far  as  ever  from  solution,  in  spite  of  the  active 
building  programme  which  has  been  followed,  the  number  on 
the  waiting  list  still  remains  at  about  the  same  figure  and  the 
necessary  waiting  period  has  not  become  any  shorter. 

Rooms  in  Maidstone,  especially  for  a  young  couple  who 
have  one  or  two  children,  are  practically  unobtainable  and  for 
those  who  do  happen  to  find  a  room  in  which  to  start  married 
life,  conditions  are  often  made  so  difficult  that  the  young 
parents  find  bitter  disillusionment  and  the  children  meet  with 
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an  amount  of  repression  that  cannot  fail  to  affect  them  in 
later  life.  I  am  amazed  at  the  courage  and  fortitude  of  these 
these  young  mothers:  1  have  daily  callers  in  the  office, whose 
accounts  of  their  attempts  to  make  a  home  and  cope  with  the 
difficulties  of  cooking,  washing,  eating  and  sleeping  in  one 
room,  would  sadden  anyone.  Much  has  been  said  and  written 
on  the  increase  in  the  number  of  broken  marriages, — to  my 
mind,  the  wonder  is  that  the  number  is  not  greater,  and  that 
the  love  and  loyalty  of  these  young  couples  endures  so  well. 
More  houses, — and  still  more, — is  the  only  solution  to  this 
problem. 


Verminous  Dwellings. 

During  the  year  1953,  the  following  work  in  the  eradi¬ 
cation  of  bugs  and  other  vermin  in  houses  was  carried  out: — 

(a)  Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  17 

( b )  Other  Houses  found  to  be  infested .  86 

Council  Houses  disinfested: — 

(a)  By  gassing  .  10 

(b)  By  spraying  and  the  burning  of  insecticides...  7 

Other  Houses  disinfested: — 

(a)  By  gassing  .  53 

( b )  By  spraying  and  the  burning  of  insecticides...  33 

Verminous  households  fumigated  before  removal  to  a 
Council  House  or  during  transfer  to  another  Council  house  2 1 
Council  Houses  inspected  and  found  clean  ...  196 

Other  Houses  inspected  and  found  clean .  153 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


The  duly  of  ensuring  that  meat  and  other  commodities 
intended  for  the  food  of  the  public  are  sound  and  wholesome, 
is  one  of  the  prime  concerns  of  the  Health  Department  and  in 
Maidstone  we  are  fortunate  in  the  fact  that  all  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  save  one,  employed  by  the  Corporation,  are  in 
possession  of  the  additional  Certificate  of  Inspector  of  Meat 
and  Other  Foods.  To  secure  adequate  inspection  in  the  pre¬ 
war  years,  when  a  number  of  small  registered  and  licenced 
slaughter-houses  were  in  use  throughout  the  town,  was  almost 
impossible,  but  the  war-time  plan,  by  which  all  slaughtering 
was  concentrated  in  one  central  slaughter-house  had  the 
advantage  that  we  were  able  to  ensure  that  all  meat  intended 
for  human  consumption  was  subject  to  inspection. 

The  provision  of  an  up-to-date  abattoir,  with  sufficient 
space  and  facilities  for  the  care  and  humane  slaughter  of 
animals  intended  for  food  with  adequate  lairage  and  space  and 
equipment  for  the  complete  investigation  of  any  suspected 
carcase  or  organ  is  an  urgent  need.  A  suitable  site  is  available, 
which  would  be  convenient  to  the  Maidstone  market  and 
accessible  by  road  and  rail  and  sanction  has  been  asked  for  the 
erection  of  such  an  abattoir,  which  would  serve  the  needs  of 
not  only  Maidstone,  but  also  of  the  Mid-Kent  area.  Such  an 
abattoir  is  an  essential  provision  for  the  needs  of  the  area:  I 
trust  that  there  will  be  no  needless  delay  in  the  approval  and 
execution  of  the  proposals  and  that  in  the  meantime,  we  may 
be  able  to  avoid  a  return  to  the  use  of  scattered  and  inadequate 
private  slaughter-houses. 
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The  number  of  carcases  inspected  and  the  amount  con¬ 
demned  in  1953  are  as  follows: — 


Cattle  ex¬ 
cluding  cows.  Cows. 

Sheep  & 
Calves.  Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  . .  ) 

Number  inspected  . . 

1688 

723 

1391 

5845 

1849 

All  Diseases  Except  Tuber- 

culosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

3 

1 

23 

21 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

397 

170 

33 

255 

109 

Percentage  of  the  number  in 
spected  affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis 

23.4% 

23.9% 

2.4% 

4.8% 

7.0% 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

13 

6 

4 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

128 

55 

1 

14 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber 
culosis . 

8.3% 

8.6% 

0.4% 

— 

0.9% 

19 


During  1953,  foods  of  various  descriptions,  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  quantities  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
This  unfit  food,  which  in  every  case  was  surrendered,  included 
the  following: — 


1953. 


Ham,  tinned —  17  cwt.  3  qrs.,  5  lbs. 

Milk,  tinned . 

Peas,  tinned 

Fruit,  tinned  . 

Vegetables,  tinned 

Soup,  tinned  . 

Meat,  tinned — 3  tons,  5  cwts.,  1  qr.,  17  lbs. 

Fish  and  Fish  Paste . 

Fish,  fresh . 

Beans,  tinned  . 

Cheese . 

Eggs . 

Jam . 

Sweetmeats . 

Fresh  and  Dried  Fruit 

Rabbits,  fresh  . 

Bacon  . 

Puddings,  tinned  . 

Chicken,  fresh  . 

Pies . 

Cakes  . 

Beverages 

Sausages  . 

Cereals 

Biscuits 
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8,714  tins 
960  tins 
8,156  tins 
1,174  tins 
617  tins 

1,217  tins 
56  stones 

614  tins 
405  lbs. 

2,417 

179  jars  and  tins 
63  lbs.  12ozs. 

615  lbs. 

376  lbs.  2  ozs. 

19  cwts.,  2  qrs. 

35 
41 
43 
92 

15  bottles 
372  lbs. 

47  lbs. 

36  lbs. 


Food  and  Drugs,  1953.  During  the  year  the  following 
samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  were  taken  for  analysis  and  the 
results  are  recorded  below: — 


Article 

Number 
of  Samples 
Obtained 

Number 

Genuine 

New  Milk 

79 

77 

Sago . 

1 

1 

Butter 

2 

2 

Margarine 

2 

2 

Cooking  Fat 

2 

2 

Arrowroot 

1 

1 

Compound  Liquorice  Powder 

1 

1 

Table  Jelly . 

2 

2 

Cascara  Sagrada  Tablets 

1 

1 

Aspirin  Tablets 

5 

5 

Tincture  of  Iodine  . . 

1 

1 

Golden  Raising  Powder 

1 

1 

Meringue  Powder 

1 

1 

Mixed  Spice  . . 

2 

2 

Ground  Ginger 

1 

1 

Saccharin  Tablets 

3 

3 

Sterilized  Milk 

1 

1 

Stomach  Powder 

1 

1 

Zinc  and  Castor  Oil  Ointment 

2 

2 

Almond  Essence 

1 

1 

Glycerine,  Lemon  and 

1 

1 

Ipecacuanha 

1 

1 

Balsam  of  Aniseed  . . 

1 

1 

Tomato  Soup  Powder 

1 

1 

White  Pepper 

1 

1 

Malt  Vinegar 

1 

1 

Canned  Milk 

1 

1 

Sugared  Coconut 

1 

1 

Bun  Flour 

1 

1 

Table  Cream  . . 

1 

1 

Camphorated  Oil 

1 

1 

Glycerine 

1 

1 

Light  Ale  . 

1 

1 

Ginger  Beer 

1 

1 

Vimto  . . 

1 

1 

Jam  . .  . 

2 

2 

Angelica  . 

1 

1 

Glace  Cherries 

1 

1 

Canned  Rhubarb 

1 

_ 

Horseradish  Sauce  . . 

1 

1 

Canned  Cherries 

1 

1 

Canned  Peas 

1 

1 

Ginger  in  Syrup 

1 

1 

Honey 

1 

1 

Coffee  and  Chicorv  Essence 

1 

1 

Apple  Green  Colour. . 

1 

1 

Lemonade 

1 

1 

Grape  Fruit  Squash  . . 

1 

1 

Gelatine 

1 

1 

139 

136 
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Clean  Food. 


During  1953  three  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified 
and  1  am  glad  to  record  that  these  were  all  slight  cases  and 
that  no  fatalities  resulted.  All  three  were  isolated  cases  and 
there  was  no  major  outbreak  of  food  poisoning. 

The  increased  use  of  factory-prepared  foods  and  of  such 
regular  articles  of  diet  as  meat,  fish  and  milk  which  have  been 
brought  from  distant  places  and  even  across  the  world,  with 
the  practice  of  taking  meals  in  restaurants  and  canteens,  have 
made  the  risk  of  food  poisoning  greater  and  call  for  unre¬ 
mitting  vigilance  from  the  health  authorities  and  especially 
from  all  those  engaged  in  the  handling  and  preparation  of  food. 
The  human  factor  is  the  important  one  in  the  incidence  of  such 
cases  and  education  both  of  the  employees  in  the  food  and 
catering  industries  and  of  the  general  public  and  the  housewife 
is  essential,  for  far  too  often  it  is  found  that  neglect  of  the  ordin¬ 
ary  and  essential  precautions  in  personal  hygiene  is  the  source 
of  contamination. 

In  Maidstone,  I  have  found  that  the  food  traders  are 
ready,  and  indeed  anxious,  to  assist  in  the  efforts  to  ensure 
that  food  is  clean  and  is  protected  from  contamination.  The 
cards  which  were  issued,  urging  that  dogs  should  not  be  taken 
into  shops  where  food  is  sold,  have  been  prominently  displayed 
and  I  think  that  there  has  been  some  response  from  dog- 
owners,  and  in  many  of  the  shops  and  stores,  measures  for  the 
protection  of  food  exposed  for  sale  are  provided,  but  the 
customers  still  need  to  be  dissuaded  from  some  practices.  Too 
often  in  shops  in  the  town,  1  have  seen  food  being  handled, 
poked  about  and  then  put  down  again,  regardless  of  the  risk 
of  contamination,  and  in  far  too  many  houses,  food  is  treated 
in  a  casual  fashion  which  invites  disaster.  On  my  last  visit  to 
Germany,  1  was  interested  to  find  that  in  food  shops  or  depart¬ 
ments,  the  practice  of  smoking  was  strictly  prohibited  and 
that  all  unwrapped  food  was  protected  from  handling  by  the 
customers.  This  is  a  matter  which  the  customer  has  in  his 
own  hands, — to  see  that  he  himself  is  not  an  offender  and  to 
withdraw  custom  from  the  shops  where  adequate  precautions 
are  not  taken. 


22 


Clean  Food  Campaign. 


1.  Number  of  Food  Premises  in  the  Borough  . 650 

Class  Number 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  38 

Hotels  .  12 

School  Canteens  .  18 

Public  Houses . 86 

Food  Shops — 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Fruit  and  Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Bakers  .  16 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Fried  Fish  Shops .  10 

Grocers  and  Provision  Merchants  .  87 

Others  . 34 


2.  Food  Premises,  by  type,  registered  with  the  Local 
Authority  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938,  local  byelaws,  and  the  Milk  and  Dairies 


Regulations,  1949. 

Ice-cream  manufacturers  .  9 

Ice-cream  sellers  ...  (42%  pre-packed)  125 

Sausage  manufacturers  24 

Margarine,  Margarine-cheese  and  Milk-blended 

Butter  (Wholesale  Dealers)  .  11 

Artificial  cream  dealers  .  2 

Milk  Distributors  ...  ...  (Sterilised  Milk — 66)  76 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


3.  Number  of  Inspections  of  registered  Food  Premises  873 

4.  Educational  activity. 

Continual  advice  and  instruction  is  given  by  Inspectors 
during  their  visits  to  premises,  and  local  exhibitions  play  their 
part  by  affording  opportunities  to  display  clean  food  posters 
and  instructional  material  and  displays.  Talks  and  lectures  to 
local  bodies  and  associations,  and  advertising  in  the  press, 
help  to  keep  this  important  matter  in  the  public  mind. 

5.  Method  of  disposal  of  Condemned  Food. 

The  majority  of  condemned  food  is  incinerated  in  the 
Borough’s  Refuse  Destructor  at  Tovil,  but  where  possible,  it  is 
diverted  to  pig  swill.  In  some  cases,  where  the  food  is  re¬ 
coverable,  it  is  returned  for  re-processing,  or  sent  to  adjacent 
animal  food  manufacturers  for  their  use.  The  usual  pre- 


23 


cautions  are  taken  in  these  cases  to  ensure  that  the  condemned 
iood  cannot  re-appear  for  sale  for  human  consumption. 
Some  condemned  meat  is  used  in  the  local  Zoo,  whilst  the 
majority  is  sent  for  processing  as  glue  and  fertiliser. 

6.  Examination  of  special  stocks. 

No  special  stocks  worthy  of  mention  have  been  received 
in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 


Scarlet  Fever.  7  his  disease  seems  to  be  a  fairly  constant 
item  in  the  yearly  list  of  notifications,  but  the  character  of  the 
infection  seems  to  have  altered  in  recent  years  and  in  1953,  the 
cases  were  of  a  mild  type,  and  though  61  cases  were  notified, 
only  13  were  of  such  a  degree  of  severity  as  to  warrant  ad¬ 
mission  to  hospital  and  there  were  no  fatal  cases.  Even  the  13 
cases  admitted  to  hospital  were  not  removed  on  account  of  the 
severity  of  the  disease,  but  rather  on  account  of  crowded  home 
conditions  or  difficulty  in  nursing  and  isolation  in  the  houses. 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis.  During 
the  year,  14  cases  were  notified  and  tw'o  of  these  eases,  both  of 
the  bulbar  type,  proved  fatal.  It  is  of  interest  that  in  two  of  the 
1953  cases,  there  had  been  a  case  of  polio-myelitis  in  the  same 
family, onein  1939andonein  1952.  Our knowledgeofthecausa- 
tion  and  method  of  spread  of  this  disease  is  stili  incomplete,  but 
there  is  increasing  evidence  that  a  factor  in  the  failure  of 
resistance  to  the  infection  is  fatigue  and  mental  and  nervous 
exhaustion.  1  was  asked  by  an  anxious  parent  the  other  day, 
why  the  disease  seemed  to  appear  at  holiday  seasons:  the 
explanation  of  this,  if  it  is  correct,  is  surely  that  so  often,  on 
holiday,  children  are  allowed  to  overtire  themselves  in  their 
enthusiasm  and,  with  the  long  periods  of  daylight,  are  apt  to 
miss  their  needed  amount  of  sleep.  It  is  probable  that  the 
virus  of  polio-myelitis  spreads  by  contagion  and  w'hen  this 
disease  has  made  its  appearance  in  the  community,  crowded 
gatherings,  especially  where  ventilation  and  oxygen  supply  can 
be  inadequate,  should  be  avoided. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  Any  case  in  which  there  is  a  rise  of 
temperature  after  confinement  is  now  included  in  the  notifi¬ 
cations  of  “  Puerperal  pyrexia  ”  and  this  might  lead  to  the 
assumption  that  this  condition  is  more  frequent  than  was 
formerly  the  case.  11  such  cases  w'ere  notified  during  1953. 
Three  maternal  deaths  were  recorded  in  the  year,  one  from 
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puerperal  sepsis  and  two  from  other  puerperal  diseases,  so  that 
the  maternal  mortality  rate,  per  1,000  total  births,  which  had 
happily  been  shown  as  “  NIL  ”  for  the  past  five  years,  is,  for 
1953,  3.86. 

Enteric  Group.  One  case  of  typhoid  fever  was  notified 
in  1953,  but  this  case,  though  it  was  diagnosed  and  therefore 
notified  in  Maidstone,  did  not  really  arise  in  the  Borough,  for 
the  child  had  just  returned  to  Maidstone  from  the  Channel 
Islands  and  with  the  assistance  of  my  colleague  the  M.O.H.  for 
the  States  of  Jersey,  the  probable  source  of  the  infection  was 
traced. 


Measles.  This  disease  had  not  been  particularly  pre¬ 
valent  in  the  Borough  up  to  four  years  ago  and  as  a  result  there 
was  a  large  proportion  of  susceptible  children  and  in  the  four 


years  just  past,  thei 

1950  ... 

1951  ... 

1952  ... 

1953  ... 

Of  these  637 


e  has  been  a  somewhat  heavy  incidence. 

775  cases 
309  „ 

357  „ 

637  „ 

cases,  7  were  of  such  severity  as  to  need 


admission  to  hospital,  but  I  am  glad  to  record  that  there  were 
no  deaths.  The  provision  of  the  cubicles  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  for  which  I  agitated  in  the  years  when  the  Borough 
Council  had  the  care  of  the  Isolation  Hospital,  has  allowed  of 
the  admission  of  measles  to  hospital,  while  the  success  of  the 
immunisation  against  diphtheria  allows  the  former  diphtheria 
ward  to  be  used  for  other  infections. 


Whooping-cough.  This  is  an  infection  which  recurs  with 
varying  severity  in  each  year  and  in  1953  the  notifications 
totalled  97,  happily  with  no  deaths.  Whooping-cough  is  an 
infection  which  produces  much  suffering  and  discomfort  to  the 
patient  and  is  a  source  of  great  anxiety  to  the  mothers,  though 
in  some  instances,  I  regret  that  there  is  carelessness  in  the 
matter  of  isolation.  Immunisation  against  whooping-cough  is 
not  as  reliably  successful  as  against  diphtheria,  the  new  and 
improved  pertussis  vaccines  which  have  been  introduced,  give 
promise  of  improved  results  and  my  own  opinion  is  that  it  is  of 
value  and  if  complete  protection  is  not  obtained,  the  severity 
of  the  disease  is  diminished  in  the  children  who  have  been 
immunised. 
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Immunisation  Against  Diphtheria.  The  banishment  of 
this  disease  has  been  an  outstanding  achievement  and  one  of 
which  our  generation  can  be  proud.  When  I  look  office  as 
your  M.O.H.  Maidstone  was  one  of  the  places  in  which 
diphtheria  was  prevalent  and  recurring:  we  devoted  a  whole 
block  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  to  this  disease  and  I  had  stocks 
of  anti-diphtheria  serum  available  at  the  Health  Department, 
the  Isolation  Hospital  and  at  the  Police  Station,  so  that 
practitioners  could  obtain  supplies  at  any  hour.  Fatal  cases 
were  common  and  permanent  paralysis  and  disability  after  the 
infection  were  not  infrequent. 

Immunisation  was  introduced  in  1935  and  with  the  help 
given  in  the  schools  and  by  the  Health  Visitors  in  educating  the 
parent  to  realise  its  desirability,  we  have  reached  the  happy 
state  when  it  is  now  almost  a  rule  that  infants  are  protected 
before  the  1st  birthday  with  re-inforcing  doses  during  school 
life,  till  I  am  now  able  to  report  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in 
Maidstone  for  the  third  successive  year.  The  danger  now  is 
that  we  shall  pay  the  price  for  our  success  and  that  a  feeling  of 
security  may  lead  to  neglect  of  the  precaution  of  having  the 
children  immunised, — and  with  this  neglect,  diphtheria  may 
re-appear. 

1  give  tables  in  subsequent  pages,  showing  the  position  as 
regards  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  vaccination 
against  small-pox  in  the  Borough,  at  the  end  of  1953.  These 
figures  have  been  kindly  supplied  to  me  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer.  As  regards  vaccination,  the  position  is  not  so  satis¬ 
factory  as  the  results  for  diphtheria  immunisation.  Smallpox 
can  be  introduced  into  this  country  in  spite  of  all  precautions, 
as  recent  outbreaks  in  other  parts  of  the  country  have  shown 
and  1  hope  that  the  need  for  protection  will  not  be  forgotten 
in  the  comparative  freedom  from  this  disease  which  we  have 
enjoyed  for  so  long. 

The  Table  giving  the  figures  for  immunisation  against 
diphtheria,  up  to  the  end  of  1953,  might  prove  to  be  a  little 
confusing,  so  1  have  again  included  a  graphic  illustration 
which  shows  the  steady  and  consistent  fall  in  the  incidence  of 
diphtheria  since  1935,  when  immunisation  was  introduced, 
until  we  have  reached  the  happy  position  that  no  cases  have 
occurred  in  Maidstone  for  three  consecutive  years. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

IMMUNISATION  WAS  STARTED  IN  MAIDSTONE  IN  1935 
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DIPHTHERIA  NOTIFIED  ANNUALLY  WITHIN  THE  BOROUGH. 
The  figure  for  the  five  year  periods  is  given  as  an  Annual  Average. 
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Immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  1953 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Disease. 


I  give  below,  in  tabular  form,  details  of  the  cases  of 
notifiable  diseases,  other  than  Tuberculosis,  which  occurred 
in  the  Borough  during  1953. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Chicken-pox . 

38 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

61 

13 

— 

Diphtheria  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  and 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 

11 

9 

3 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

35 

< 

36 

Food  Poisoning 

3 

1 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

Measles 

637 

7 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

97 

— 

— 

♦Dysentery 

11 

11 

— 

Erysipelas 

4 

1 

— 

Acute  Polio-myelitis 

14 

14 

2 

Meningoccocal  Infc’n 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

912 

62 

41 

*  10  cases  notified  from  Oakwood  Hospital. 
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Diphtheria  Notifications  &  Deaths  in  Relation  to  Immunisation 

for  1953. 


Notifications. 

Deaths. 

Number  of 

Number  of 

cases  includ- 

cases  included 

ed  in  preced- 

in  preceding 

Age  at 
date  of 

Number  of 

ing  column  in 
which  the 

Age  at 
date  of 
Death. 

Number  of 

column  in 
which  the 

Notifica¬ 

tion. 

cases 

notified. 

child  had 
completed  a 

Deaths. 

child  had 
completed  a 

full  course  of 

full  course  of 

immunisa- 

immunisa- 

tion. 

tion. 

Under  1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Under  1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

4 

5  to  9 

— 

— 

3 

4 

5  to  9 

— 

— 

10  to  14 

— 

— 

10  to  14 

— 

— 

Totals 

— 

~ 

Totals 

— 

— 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  examination  of  pathological  and  bacteriological 
specimens  from  the  Borough  is  carried  out  at  the  Laboratories 
at  County  Hall.  This  service  was  for  many  years  one  of  the 
notable  features  of  health  administration  in  Kent  and 
under  the  new  Health  Service,  when  the  Laboratory  is  closely 
linked  with  the  hospitals  as  well  as  serving  the  Health 
D.partments  ol  the  Local  Authorities,  is  even  more  complete 
and  valuable  than  in  the  past. 
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Distribution  of  Infectious  Disease  Incidence. 


I  give  below  an  analysis  of  the  notifications  of  Infectious 
Disease,  according  to  the  Wards  of  the  Borough  in  which  they 
occurred. 


High 

Street 

Stone 

Street 

King 

Street 

North 

Heath 

Bridge 

Shep- 

way 

Is 

o 

H 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

2 

8 

8 

5 

10 

11 

17 

61 

Diphtheria 

Polio-myelitis 

3 

2 

1 

4 

1 

3 

14 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

3 

— 

— 

1 

4 

1 

11 

Pneumonia 

2 

8 

2 

11 

6 

2 

4 

35 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

4 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

9 

6 

26 

7 

16 

25 

97 

Chicken-pox  ... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

23 

11 

38 

Measles 

Malaria 

62 

91 

39 

97 

49 

111 

188 

637 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

1 

— 

10 

— 

— 

11 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Meningoccocal 

Infection 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

80 

123 

57 

143 

92 

168 

249 

912 
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Maglignant  Disease. 


The  figure  indicating  the  number  of  deaths  from  malignant 
disease  in  Maidstone  during  the  past  five  years  and  a  table 
showing  the  age-groups  of  the  deaths  from  this  cause  in  1953, 
are  given  below.  The  cause  and  origin  of  malignant  disease 
are  still  unknown  and  early  diagnosis  and  early  surgical 
treatment  offer  the  best  hope  of  saving  life,  but  there  is  hope 
that  patient  research  and  improved  methods  of  investigation 
and  treatment  will  provide  a  solution  to  this  problem.  The 
fear  which  leads  so  many  to  defer  seeking  advice  until  it  is  too 
late  is  a  distressing  feature  of  work  among  cancer  cases  and 
knowledge  of  the  success  which  has  been  obtained  by  early 
diagnosis  and  treatment  should  be  more  widely  disseminated. 


In  the  past  year,  widespread  interest  has  been  aroused  by 
the  suggestion  that  there  was  a  causative  connection  between 
smoking,  especially  cigarette  smoking,  and  lung  cancer.  While 
the  figures  available  indicate  a  possible  connection  between  the 
increase  in  lung  cancer  and  the  increase  in  the  consumption  of 
cigarettes,  the  case  is  by  no  means  proved  and  much  patient 
investigation  is  needed.  There  is  also  a  belief  held  by  some 
that  the  increase  in  lung  cancer  is  related  to  the  internal 
combustion  engine  and  that  the  pollution  of  the  air  by  burnt  or 
partially  burnt  hydro-carbons  from  petrol  and  heavy-fuel 
engines  may  be  a  causative  factor.  This  is  supported  by  the 
greater  incidence  of  lung  cancer  in  urban  areas  and,  if  this 
supposition  is  correct,  it  is  a  further  argument  for  the  need  of 
the  Maidstone  bye-pass,  for  it  is  obvious  to  anyone  that  when 
traffic  is  held  up,  both  petrol  driven  and  heavy-oil  vehicles,  the 
atmosphere  in  our  streets  becomes  laden  with  exhaust  gases 
and  the  Maidstone  air  is  polluted  with  the  end-products  of 
hydrocarbon  combustion.  It  is  not  proved  that  such  gases 
are  the  cause  of  lung  cancer,  but  that  they  are  deleterious,  in 
the  concentration  we  get  in  Maidstone  Streets,  will  hardly  be 
questioned. 


The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  in  Maidstone  during 
the  past  5  years  is  as  follows: — 


1949  101 

1950  98 

1951  95 

1952  106 

1953  82 
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Deaths  from  Cancer  during  1953  under  age  groups. 


Age  Periods. 

Male. 

Female. 

0—1 

1  C 

— 

— 

1 - J 

5—15 

z 

_ 

15—25 

— 

_ 

25—35 

— 

— 

35 — 45 

4 

3 

45—55 

5 

6 

55—65 

5 

14 

65  and  over 

20 

25 

Totals 

34 

48 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 


(i)  Total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the 
year 

Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  in  which: — 

(a)  Vision  lost . 

— 

(b)  Vision  impaired  . 

— 

(c)  Treatment  continuing  at  end  of  year 

— 
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Tuberculosis. 

Statistics  for  1953. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-1  .. 

1—5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5—15  .. 

2 

4 

— 

4 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

15—25  .. 

6 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35  . . 

3 

7 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

35-45  . . 

5 

4 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

45—55  . . 

2 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

3 

— 

1 

55—65  . . 

4 

3 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

2 

1 

— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

Totals 

24 

23 

2 

6 

11 

8 

1 

1 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  which  had  been 
notified  was  13.  The  number  which  had  not  been  notified  was 
8.  The  ratio  of  non-notified  T.B.  deaths  to  the  total  number  of 
T.B.  deaths  was  thus  -38  to  1. 
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The  Chest  Physician  for  the  area,  Dr.  D.  L.  Pugh,  has 
kindly  supplied  me  with  information  as  to  the  preventive 
care  and  after-care  measures  which  are  in  operation  in  the 
Mid-Kent  area.  These  figures  relate  to  the  area  which  is 
served  by  the  Chest  Clinic  in  Maidstone,  which  is  approx¬ 
imately  the  area  of  the  four  Authorities  for  which  I  am  M.O.H. 
The  figures  quoted  below  give  the  number  of  patients  diagnosed 
as  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  and  the  results  of  the  investiga¬ 
tion  of  contacts  of  these  cases,  in  the  five  years  1949-1953. 
These  figures  show  that  of  the  known  contacts  58.5%  were 
examined  and  of  those  investigated  5.25%  were  diagnosed  as 
being  tuberculous. 

Persons  Number  of  Number  of  Contacts 


Year 

diagnosed  as 
tuberculous 

known 

contacts 

contacts 

examined 

diagnosed 

tuberculous 

1949 

141 

201 

89 

10 

1950 

108 

209 

110 

4 

1951 

102 

231 

105 

7 

1952 

139 

227 

164 

2 

1953 

123 

179 

145 

9 

If,  after  treatment,  it  is  possible  for  a  patient  to  return, 
with  safely,  to  his  previous  employment,  this  is  the  policy 
which  is  followed.  If,  however,  that  particular  employment 
should  prove  to  be  inadvisable,  or  unsuitable  for  the  patient  on 
his  recovery,  every  effort  is  made  to  help  him  find  suitable 
occupation,  through  the  good  offices  of  the  Disablement 
Resettlement  Officer,  Ministry  of  Labour,  and  in  some  cases 
it  is  possible  to  arrange  that  the  patient  should  have  a  course  of 
training,  to  fit  him  for  work  more  appropriate  to  his  condition. 
No  tuberculous  patient  would,  of  course,  be  allowed  to  work 
where  there  was  milk  or  food  to  be  handled  and  1  have  had  no 
experience  of  a  sputum-positive  case  refusing  to  leave  his  work 
and  thus  become  a  danger  to  his  fellow  employees,  but  should 
such  a  position  arise,  steps  would  be  taken  to  endeavour  to 
protect  such  fellow-workers. 

In  the  tracing  and  following-up  of  contacts  of  known  cases 
and  of  deaths  certified  as  being  due  to  tuberculosis,  but  not 
previously  notified,  the  Health  Visitor  visits  the  household  and 
contacts  are  called  to  the  Chest  Clinic  for  examination. 
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During  the  period  7-ix-53  to  28-xi-53,  the  Mass  Radio¬ 
graphy  Unit  No.  7b  was  sited  in  Maidstone  and  large  numbers 
of  volunteers  from  industrial  concerns  and  from  the  general 
public,  attended.  A  summary  of  the  results  is  given  below 

These  figures  also  relate  to  the  Mid-Kent  area  as  the  Mass 
Radiography  unit  dealt  with  volunteers  from  Maidstone  and 
the  adjacent  Rural  Districts. 


Volunteers  from  Industries. 

Active 

Examined  tuberculosis 

Inactive 

tuberculosis 

Carcinoma 
of  lung 

Male  4,617 

6 

126 

1 

Female  3,511 

4 

55 

— 

Volunteers  from  General  Public. 

Male  2,114 

2 

43 

1 

Female  3,501 

4 

76 

— 

13.743 

16 

300 

2 
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TABLE  I. 
1953 


Causes  of  death. 

M. 

p. 

All  Causes  . 

334 

395 

1  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

15 

6 

2  Tuberculosis,  other 

_ 

3  Syphilitic  disease  . .  . .  . 

1 

3 

4  Diphtheria 

_ 

— 

5  Whooping  Cough 

-  | 

6  Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

7  Acute  poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

8  Measles 

— 

_ 

9  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

3 

10  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

7 

8 

1 1  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

9 

1 

12  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .. 

— 

7 

13  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  .. 

— 

7 

14  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  . . 

18 

25 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

5 

2 

16  Diabetes  . 

1 

3 

1 7  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . 

43 

62 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina 

29 

37 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

3 

20  Other  heart  disease 

79 

105 

21  Other  circulatory  disease 

19 

10 

22  Influenza  . .  . 

1 

3 

23  Pneumonia 

15 

21 

24  Bronchitis 

25 

25 

25  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . 

2 

3 

26  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

4 

2 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

2 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

7 

4 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

4 

— 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

3 

31  Congenital  malformations 

4 

4 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

27 

37 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

6 

2 

34  All  other  accidents 

4 

4 

35  Suicide  .  .  . .  . .  . 

3 

2 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 
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TABLE  II 


Analysis  of  Cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases  under  Age  Groups,  1953. 


Disease 

Under 

1 

1-2 

3-4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-24 

25 

and 

over 

Total 

(All 

Ages) 

Scarlet 

Fever 

_ 

4 

10 

40 

5 

2 

61 

Diphtheria  . . 

Polio-myelitis 

2 

— 

2 

5 

1 

2 

2 

14 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

6 

11 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

5 

6 

1 

i 

19 

35 

Erysipelas  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Whooping 
Cough  . . 

5 

24 

27 

41 

— 

— 

— 

97 

Chicken-Pox 

— 

4 

4 

24 

2 

1 

3 

38 

Measles 

24 

113 

177 

301 

9 

8 

5 

637 

Malaria 

— 

Dysentery  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10 

11 

Food 

Poisoning 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Mening- 

ogcoccal 

Infection 

Typhoid 

Fever 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

32 

149 

225 

418 

18 

20 

50 

912 
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TABLE  III. 


Analysis  of  Deaths  from  Notifiable  Diseases  under  Age  Groups,  1953. 


Disease. 

Un¬ 

der 

1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5-10 

10- 

15 

15- 

20 

20- 

35 

35- 

45 

45- 

65 

65 

and 

over 

Total. 

Whooping 
Cough  . . 

— 

Meningoco’al 

Infection 

Diphtheria  . . 

Puerperal 

Sepsis 

1 

1 

Other  Puer¬ 
peral  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Paratyphoid 

Fever 

— 

Pneumonia . . 

3 

3 

3 

9 

18 

36 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

2 

Totals  . . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

5 

4 

9 

18 

41 

40 


TABLE  IV 


Deaths. 


Deaths  apportioned  to  the  Wards  of  the 
Borough. 

Month. 

High 

Street 

_ 

King 

Street 

North 

Ward 

Stone 

Street 

Bridge 

Ward 

Heath 

Ward 

Shep- 

way 

Totals 

January  . . 

7 

13 

16 

13 

11 

14 

2 

76 

February  . . 

8 

6 

13 

9 

16 

29 

6 

87 

March 

7 

11 

7 

5 

15 

12 

4 

61 

April 

4 

10 

12 

6 

14 

22 

2 

70 

May 

7 

9 

7 

5 

12 

22 

2 

64 

June 

6 

6 

6 

4 

3 

8 

3 

36 

July 

12 

5 

4 

5 

10 

23 

3 

62 

August 

11 

5 

6 

4 

8 

9 

1 

44 

September 

9 

7 

3 

3 

8 

24 

2 

56 

October  . . 

9 

6 

13 

9 

ii 

20 

1 

69 

November 

10 

8 

8 

11 

8 

9 

_ 

54 

December 

9 

9 

5 

9 

4 

12 

2 

50 

Totals  . . 

99 

95 

100 

83 

120 

204 

28 

729 
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TABLE  V. 


Birth-Rates,  Death-Rates  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  in  the 

year  1953. 


Rate 

per 

Rale  per 

1,UUU 

popula- 

Annual  Death-rate  per  1,000  Population 

1 ,000 

Live 

tion 

Births 

s: 

cn 

c  , 

i  c 

i:  ,r> 
cC  w 

c/1 

3 

U 

-3  0  3 

C  ^3  •/)  . 

«  c  s:  'z 

Live  Births 

Still  Births 

All  Causes 

•a  _ 

So 

H  2? 

Tubcrculos 

30 

C 

'E. 

6 

s: 

£ 

Diphtheria 

Influenza 

•y 

O 

O. 

E 

C /3 

C  W 

.2 1  5 

o  u 
cu 

Pneumonia 

Diarrhoea 
Enteritis  (u 
two  years) 

Total  Deat 
t  der  one  yea 

England  and 

Wales 

160  County 

15.5 

035 

1T4 

0  00 

0  20 

001 

0  00 

0T6 

000 

001 

055 

IT  268 

Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns, 

including 

London 

17-0 

0-43 

12-2 

0  00 

0  24 

0  01 

000 

0  15 

0  00 

001 

0-59 

T3  30  8 

160  Smaller 

Towns  (Resi¬ 
dent  Popula¬ 
tion  25,000— 
50,000  at  1951 

Census) 

15-7 

0-34  11-3 

— 

01 9 

0-01 

o-oo 

0T7 

0-00 

001 

0-52 

09  24-3 

London  Ad- 

ministrative 

County 

1 7  5 

0-38  12.5 

— 

0-24 

0-01 

000 

015 

— 

0  01 

0-64 

IT  248 

Maidstone 

Borough 

14-88 

034  13-27 

1 

— 

1  04 

001 

000 

0-07 

000 

0-03 

068 

0-5  27-03 

Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales 


Intermediate  List  No. 

Number 

Rates  per  1,000  Total 

Rates  per  million 

and  cause 

of  Deaths. 

(Live  &  Still).  Births. 

Women  aged  15-44 

A 1 1 5 

Sepsis  of  pregnancy, 
childbirth  and  the  puer- 

perium  . 

68 

0.10 

1 

A116 

Abortion  with  toxaemia 
Other  toxaemias  of  preg¬ 
nancy  and  the  puer- 

7 

0.01 

0.24 

perium . 

166 

A117 

Haemorrhage  of  preg¬ 
nancy  and  childbirth  ... 

90 

0.13 

A118 

Abortion  without  men¬ 
tion  of  sepsis  or  toxaemia 

30 

0.04 

3 

A 1 1 9 

Abortion  with  sepsis  ... 

39 

0.06 

4 

A 120 

Other  complications  of 
pregnancy,  childbirth 
and  the  puerperium  ... 

125 

0.18 

Maidstone  Borough 

Puerperal  Infections  Others  Total 
Per  1,000  Total  Births  ..  ..  1287  2  57  3'86 
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TABLE  VI 


Infant  mortality,  1953.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated 

CAUSES  AT  VARIOUS  AGES  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  AGE. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under  4 
weeks 

4  weeks  and  under 

3  months 

3  months  and  under 
6  months 

6  months  and  under 

9  months 

9  months  and  under 

12  months 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  year 

Prematurity 

5  — 

5 

5 

Enteritis 

Whooping  Cough 

Pneumonia 

-  - 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 

5 

Congenital  Malformation 

4  — 

_ 

1 

5 

— 

1 

1 

1 

8 

Tuberculosis 

Atelectasis 

- - 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . . 

Other  Causes 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Totals  . . 

9  — 

— 

1 

10 

1 

5 

3 

2 

21 

Nett  Live  Births  in  the  year  { me^it^ate *. 
Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  . .  { nfe^uSfate  ! ! 
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METEOROLOGY 


TABLE  VII. 


Month. 

Average 

Barometer. 

Average  Thermo¬ 
meter  (Max.) 

Average  Thermo¬ 
meter  (Min.) 

Rainfall. 

No.  of  days  on 
which  .01  fell. 

January 

30.48 

40 

32 

1.10 

13 

February 

29.97 

45 

33 

1.44 

ii 

March 

30.19 

51 

33 

.27 

4 

April  .  . 

29.74 

56 

39 

1.98 

16 

May  . . 

29.78 

70 

48 

1.77 

7 

June  . . 

29.59 

72 

52 

1.38 

15 

July . 

29.88 

74 

53 

3.52 

21 

August 

29.67 

75 

53 

1.70 

1 1 

September  . . 

29.69 

67 

47 

3.41 

13 

October 

29.86 

59 

44 

2.77 

16 

November 

29.97 

52 

39 

1.28 

12 

December 

29.52 

50 

39 

.81 

16 

Average  and  Total  for  the 
year 

29.86 

59 

41 

21.43 

155 
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TABLE  VIII 


RECORD  OF  SUNSHINE  DURING  1953. 


Month. 

Hours. 

Minutes. 

January 

8 

48 

February 

38 

48 

March  . .  . 

119 

36 

April  . . 

131 

48 

May 

174 

54 

June 

134 

48 

July . 

64 

42 

August 

32 

24 

September 

139 

42 

October 

49 

54 

November 

14 

36 

December 

— 

24 

Totals . 

910 

24 

45 


TABLE  IX. 

RELATIVE  PROPORTION  OF  WIND  DURING  1953. 


N. 

N.E. 

N.W. 

S. 

S.E. 

S.W. 

E. 

W. 

January  . . 

_ 

1 

6 

5 

1 

14 

4 

February 

3 

3 

5 

3 

1 

12 

— 

1 

March 

3 

2 

6 

5 

4 

9 

1 

1 

April 

2 

6 

3 

5 

2 

10 

1 

1 

May 

3 

1 

7 

4 

2 

11 

1 

2 

June 

1 

3 

8 

3 

1 

9 

— 

5 

July 

2 

— 

1 

5 

— 

22 

— 

1 

August  . . 

.  .  - 

— 

— 

6 

— 

24 

— 

1 

September 

— 

— 

1 

9 

3 

14 

— 

3 

October  . . 

1 

2 

5 

1 1 

2 

10 

- - 

November 

— 

— 

1 

11 

— 

17 

— 

1 

December 

— 

— 

3 

10 

6 

1  1 

— 

1 

Totals 

15 

18 

46 

77 

22 

163 

3 

21 
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BOROUGH  OF  MAIDSTONE. 


GENERAL  SUMMARY. 

Population  (estimated  1953) .  52,680 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  .  8,472 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1953)  according 

to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15,131 

Average  Number  of  persons  per  house  (1921)  ...  4.6 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  (1953)  ...  3.4 

Area  .  5,972  acres 

Density  . 8.82  persons  per  acre 

Annual  Birth  Rate  . per  1,000  population  14.749 

Annual  Death  Rate  . .  „  „  13.83S 

Phthisis  Death  Rate  . „  „  „  1.04 

Cancer  Death  Rate  . „  „  „  .16 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births  .  27.03 

Live  Births,  Males,  390.  Females,  387  ...  ...  777 

Deaths,  Males,  334.  Females,  395  ...  ...  729 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  .  48 

Elevation. — The  population  reside  at  a  mean  elevation 
of  70  feet  above  sea  level,  ranging  from  20  to  250  feet. 
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